
  
Curriculum   overview   –   History   and   Geography   
  

  

Year   2   

  London   Children’s   Rights   from   Victorian   Times   to   
Now   

Our   Environment  

Knowledge   ➢ A   map   is   a   2D   representation   of   an   area   or   
place   

➢ Key   landmarks   of   London   

➢ Key   physical   and   human   features   of   London   

➢ Physical   and   human   features,   the   difference   
between   them   and   identify   some   on   a   map   of   
London   

➢ Identifying   the   ways   a   city   differs   to   a   village   or   
town   

➢ Identifying   the   pros   and   cons   of   urban   living   
(museums,   galleries,   good   transport   links,   
proximity   to   services   etc   vs   pollution,   traffic   
congestion,   overcrowded   public   transport   etc)   

➢ Field   work:     

➢ The   Great   Fire   of   London:   when   and   how   it   
started,   why   it   spread   so   quickly,   when   and   
how   it   was   extinguished   and   how   it   was   rebuilt   

➢ Explore   some   of   the   ways   London   has   
changed   over   time:   population,   area,   homes,   
landmarks,   transport   

➢ Key   facts   about   Queen   Victoria:   birth,   death,   
reign,   marriage   and   family   

➢ The   industrial   revolution,   urbanisation,   
migration   from   the   countryside   to   the   cities   

➢ Working   conditions   in   Victorian   times   

➢ How   rich   and   poor   Victorians   lived   

➢ Child   labour   and   the   working   conditions   of   
poor   Victorian   children   e.g.   factory   workers,   
mudlark,   chimney   sweep   

➢ Compare   education   and   schools   in   Victorian   
times   and   today   

➢ Understand   that   Queen   Victoria   ruled   over   
the   British   Empire   

➢ In   the   UK   we   have   civil   rights   that   protect   our   
freedom   and   equality   and   that   these   are   
protected   by   law   in   the   UK   and   by   the   United   
Nations   

➢ Children   have   special   rights   that   are   different   
to   adult   rights   

➢ The   UN   Convention   of   the   Rights   of   the   
Child,   and   some   of   the   rights   it   protects   

➢ Children   did   not   always   have   these   rights,   
people   campaigned   for   them:   case   studies   
looking   at   the   right   to   a   safe   place   to   live,   the   
right   to   education   (Dr   Barnardo),   the   right   to   
play   (Octavia   Hill)   

➢ Case   studies   of   children’s   rights   around   the   
world   today:   Malala   Yousafzai,   Iqbal   Masi   

  

➢ Explore   the   characteristics   that   make   our   
locality   an   urban   habitat,   Identify   the   
threats   to   our   habitat   (pollution,   traffic,   
loss   of   green   space)   and   ways   we   can   
help   to   protect   them   

➢ Begin   to   explore   the   emerging   research   
around   the   links   between   urban   traffic   and   
childhood   asthma   and   respiratory   issues   

➢ Case   study:   Kehkashan   Basu   /   Green   
Hope,   learn   about   how   children   around   
the   world   are   taking   action   to   protect   the   
environment   

➢ Field   work:   Traffic   survey   around   our   
school?   Travel   to   school   survey   of   
classmates   and   staff?   School   recycling   
project?   Worm   farm?   

  



  

  

Skills   /   concepts   ➢ Use   simple   compass   directions   and   locational   
and   directional   language     

➢ Use   aerial   photographs   and   plan   
perspectives   to   recognise   landmarks   and   
basic   human   and   physical   features,   devise   a   
simple   map,   and   use   and   construct   basic   
symbols   in   a   key   

➢ Use   simple   fieldwork   and   observational   skills   

➢ Use   basic   geographical   vocabulary   to   refer   to   
key   physical   and   human   features   

➢ Understand   geographical   similarities   and   
differences     

➢ Speak   about   how   he/she   has   found   out   about   
the   past     

➢ Show   an   awareness   of   the   past,   using   
common   words   and   phrases   relating   to   the   
passing   of   time   

➢ Identify   similarities   and   differences   between   
ways   of   life   in   different   periods   

➢ Use   a   wide   vocabulary   of   everyday   historical   
terms   

➢ Ask   and   answer   questions,   choosing   and   
using   parts   of   stories   and   other   sources   to   
show   that   he/she   knows   and   understands   key   
features   of   events   

➢ Show   understanding   of   some   of   the   ways   in   
which   we   find   out   about   the   past   and   identify   
different   ways   in   which   it   is   represented   

➢ Describe   historical   buildings   in   our   locality   

➢ Speak   about   how   he/she   has   found   out   about   
the   past     

➢ Show   an   awareness   of   the   past,   using   
common   words   and   phrases   relating   to   the   
passing   of   time   

➢ Describe   where   the   people   and   events   
he/she   studies   fit   within   a   chronological   
framework   and   identify   similarities   and   
differences   between   ways   of   life   in   different   
periods   

➢ Use   a   wide   vocabulary   of   everyday   historical   
terms   

➢ Ask   and   answer   questions,   choosing   and   
using   parts   of   stories   and   other   sources   to   
show   that   he/she   knows   and   understands   key   
features   of   events   

➢ Show   understanding   of   some   of   the   ways   in   
which   we   find   out   about   the   past   and   identify   
different   ways   in   which   it   is   represented   

➢ Discuss   the   lives   of   significant   individuals   
in   the   past   who   have   contributed   to   
national   and   international   achievements   
and   use   some   to   compare   aspects   of   life   in   
different   periods     

➢ Use   appropriate   vocabulary   to   refer   to   key   
human,   economic   and   social   geography   

➢ Understand   geographical   similarities   and   
differences   with   a   focus   on   economic,   social   
and   human   geography   

  

➢ Use   simple   compass   directions   and   locational   
and   directional   language     

➢ Use   aerial   photographs   and   plan   
perspectives   to   recognise   landmarks   and   
basic   human   and   physical   features,   devise   a   
simple   map,   and   use   and   construct   basic   
symbols   in   a   key   

➢ Use   simple   fieldwork   and   observational   skills   

➢ Use   basic   geographical   vocabulary   to   refer   to   
key   physical   and   human   features   

➢ Use   appropriate   vocabulary   to   refer   to   key   
human,   economic   and   social   geography   

➢ Understand   geographical   similarities   and   
differences   with   a   focus   on   economic,   social   
and   human   geography   

Prior   learning   Reception   
On   My   Doorstep   -   our   local   area   
Y1   
Living   By   A   River   -   the   Isle   of   Dogs   and   the   River   
Thames   

Y1   
Could   I   Change   the   World?   -   campaigning   for   
rights   and   to   improve   things   

Reception   
On   My   Doorstep   -   our   local   area   
Y1   
Living   By   A   River   -   the   Isle   of   Dogs   and   the   River   
Thames   
Could   I   Change   the   World?   -   campaigning   for   
rights   and   to   improve   things   

Future   learning   The   Isle   of   Dogs   (Y3)   Rise   and   Fall   of   the   British   Empire   (Y5)   The   Isle   of   Dogs   (Y3)   



  

  

  

Climate   Change   (Y6)   Bangladesh   (Y3)   
The   Rainforest   (Y4)   
Food   and   Global   Trade   (Y5)   
Climate   Change   (Y6)   


